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BARGAIN 

LAKE MOTORS Has the 
Right Prices on Used Cars... I 

BARGAIN 
C 
0 
R 

1 9 9 3 C h e v y Cors ica Blue, with options. 2 TO chooM Fromi 

USEDCARS& TRUCKS.. . 
J 1 9 9 4 C h e v y A s t r o V a n C L Loaded!10,000Mles.PriMdRaducMlto... 

1992 Chevy Corsica v̂ ; ciean cart 50.000 Miesi 
1 9 9 2 C h e v y LuminaGfay:Loaded!48.000Miles!PricMiR8ducedia.. 

1 9 9 0 O l d s C u t l a s s S u p r e m e 4-Door; one Owner; spotless! 43.000 MlesI 

1 9 8 7 O l d s 9 8 R e g e n c y Great car! 63.000 Mies! w e finance! 

1 9 8 7 D o d g e C a r a v a n S E Fully loaded. Good for family. We finance! 

1986 Olds Cutlass Supreme 4-Door. we finance! 

1985 Cadillac El Dorado 2-Door. we financar ; %. 

Our Price 

*7,495'» 
*7,495«' 
«6,995~ 
*4,995«' 
$5,425~ 
*2,995~ 
»5,495~ 
M,995~ 

"Home of Award Winning Service' 

LAKE MOTORS, INC. 
• Chevrolet • Geo 

• Oldsmobile • Cadillac 
323 S. McCarty Eagle Lake 409-234-5556 

1984 Lincoln Continental Real Clean Car. 73,000 Milea. We finance! 

Se Habia Espahol 

Board , 
require relocation of ELPS summer 
school classed given the extensive 
nature of the repairs. Other future re­
pairs may be necessary, as the founda­
tion of the building may continue to 
shift 

Gott advised the board that plan­
ning teams have been fwmed for the 
purpose of updating the district im­
provement plan and developing the 
1995-96 school district calendar. The 
teams will meet in the near future to 
begin their respective processes. 

Under new and miscellaneous 
business, the board approved Policy 
DBBA (Legal & Local) r^arding 
Employee Alcohol/Drug Testing Pol­
icy which must be fully implemented 
by Jan. 1, 1996. Local policy was 
adopted to preclude rehire of employ­
ees who fail alcohol/drug tests. The 
policy refers mainly to those in safety-
sensitive jobs. 

The board also discussed the theft 
loss occurring at the Sheridan campus 
in November 1994. While the district 
will not accept liability for the loss of 
band equipment stden, Gott ex­
pressed his regret to the citizens at the 
meeting who sustained losses. 

Measures have been taken to hin­
der further losses, and the installation 
of alarm systems on district campuses 
in being studied. 

Reggie Brisco and ClifTwd Ray 
addressed the board concerning the 
dieft of their childrens' band in­
struments. 

Gott reconunended that a clear 
statement as to the school's non-Iiabil-

State enjoys large cash balance 
"When the Texas L^islature con­

vened on Jan. 10, lawmakers had a 
luxury they haven "̂t seen in a long 

time—a $2.2 billion cash balance," 
State Con̂ MroUer John Sharp said. 

"But Texas isn't the only state 

Keeping an eye on Tex/ . 

USDA weeds out 
Texas field offices 
(Tph* U.S. Oapartmant of Agricultura 
U (USDA) w l move 74 fieUofHoee 

in Texaa and doM 34 in a five-year 
rectnjcturing perfcxi designed to cut 
federal spending. When complete. 36 
Texas oountiea w« be vwHhout field 
ofHoee. The remaining 219 orw-slop 
aervice certen wW include the offices 
of the Farm Seivice Agency sa wel aa 
the Netural nesoucea ConsefvBon 
8en/ice.TheUS0AwW 
saws en setJmated $2.3 
bMion nationwtds wfien 
lestTuctuflng is completo. 
lYw Wowing oountM wai • • • iMir U80A 
oataMOtow^ BwiSWB, Bofdm, Cenp^ O H 
FnnMn. Qtanoook, Qivgo, OrtmM, HMSn, Won, King, 
ramwy, Nvnon, MOMunn, Moragomofy, iMjini, NOTnon, 
Rni . Rooh«wl. 8ri)ina, Sin J K M D . TVIv, W M and ~ 
aOUnCES: John ahvp, T M M CompMtorof PuMk Aeoounii, 
M d t « U A OapartTMnt oi AgrtaMura. 

Reeuils Of USDA rsetrueturing 
(J CountJeawNh 

service oentefB 
I Countiea without 

service centeta 

Echandole el pio a Tex 

Departamento 
de Agricultura 
cierra oficlnas locales 
f ^ l Depeitsmento Federal de 
L^AgriculbJra (USDA) cambiaii de 
hjger 74 ofldnaB localea en Texas y 
cerrsri lea puertas ds 34 ofidnsB 
come parte de un pfoyecto pare 
redudr Ice gaaloa del gobiemo 
federal duranis los prtaknos dnco 
aAoe. Al oomptetsr el pioyscto, 36 
oondedosqusdarin sin ofldna local. 
|joe21Qdemas'csntros 
dsssrvtoto'tembisn 
serin las ofldnes ds le 

Reeultadoedele 
rsorgentaadbn de U80A 

Q Condadosoon 
centres de aervido 
Conadedoaain 
centraif^ aen̂ ioio 

Agende de Seivicio Rural y 
del Sen îdo de ConaenMKl6n 
da f̂ ecuraoe Naluralae. B 
Dspartmerto USDA celculs que la 
leorgsnizaddn ds ofidnai loceiss ahorrarA 
$2Jb«onee. 
Loo ffgdMSn oondKin MTin eonv iM pMrtM Si wo 

I dol U60A: Bondom. Boitfwt, Comp, Oolio. 
Qragg, Qrtmoo. Hudn. Mon. King, KInnoy, 

n jeOES: John ahaip. Cbniralor da Cu««M POMDM y Dapertimcnto Ft aaAgrtciAra. 

CCAnoffers help 
with energy bills 

reaping the benefits of economic 
gnmth. Almost every state ended its 
1994 fiscal year with a balanced 
budget Only C^fomia and Hawaii 
are expected to have serious financial 
problems next year," Sharp said 

"Still, Texas $2.2 billion surplus at 
die end (^ the 1994 fiscal year was by 
far the largest of any state. North 
Carolina ckned its budget cycle with a 
surplus of $1 billion, Massachusetts 
with $113 miUion and Maryland with 
$10S million. 

"Because of a growing economy, 
rising sales tax collections and im­
plementation of many of the cost<ut-
ting recommendations of the Texas 
Performance Review, the state has 
coUetted more money than it has 
spent during die flrst year of the cur­
rent biennium," Sharp explained. 

"The success of the Texas Lottery 
also has coittributed to the state cash 
surplus. Nearly $800 million in lottery 
proceeds went into the state's general 
revenue fimd during the 1994 fiscal 
year," Shop said. 

Sharp issued the official Biennial 
Revenue Estimate when the Legisla­
ture convened. It was said to higher 
than anyone expected If the current 
economic trends continue, the state 
will have more money coming in dur­
ing the next bieraiium. 

"Lawmakers should have little 
trouble providing all of the necessary 
service and avoiding a tax increase, 
but they can't do it without adopting 
some of the $2.1 billion in money-
saving suggestions contained in Gain­
ing Ground, die latest Texas Perform­
ance Review rqxxt," Sharp said 

The Dec. issue of Fiscal Notes, a 
publication of the Comptroller's Re­
search Division, compares Texas' 
economic recovery and state revenue 
growth with other states which have 
experienced similar ups and downs in 
the last few years. 

During die economic hard times in 
die early 1990$, many states were 
forced 10 expand dieir tax bases or 
raise taxes to keep sute finances in the 
black. Now almost half of die states 
are considering tax cuts as economic 
recovery has caused state tax revenues 
to increase by an average of 6.7% in 
die first quarter of 1994, compared to 
the same period one year ago. 

Job growdi is spurring the eco-
nonuc recovery in Texas and odier 
states. More than half of the states 
exceeded die national 2% job growth 
rate between June (^ 1993 and June of 
1994. The fact diat Texas has no cor-

Flowers 

Combined Community Action for assistance, 
Inc. (CCA) has funds available under 
die CoBfywhensive Energy Assts-
tance PtDgram (CEAP) K> households 

Eligibility for participation is es­
tablished acconling to die following ^ 

Continued from Page 5 
ette, Colorado, Wharton, Austin and 
Lee Counties.EUison'sdonates plants 
several times a year for distribution to 
nursing homes. 

EnY>ioyees. who voiumeer lo help 
deliver die plants, say die faces of the 
residents light i4> as they see the beau­
tiful plants. 

porate or personal income tax is a 
powerful incentive for businesses to 
locate here. Other factors contributing 
to business growth on Texas include 
an influx of new residents, the rela­
tively low cost of doing business and 
increased trade widi Mexico. 

A large increase in sales tax reve­
nues also has contributed to healthier 
state budgets. In die second quarter of 
1994. nationwide sales tax revenues 
increased by 9% conq)ared to die 
same period a year earlier. Consumer 
confidence is high in most regions, 
and diat means strong retail sales, 
particularly of durable goods. 

Proceeds from lotteries and casino 
gambling have also helped produce 
budget surpluses fcx* some states. Fis­
cal year 19^ sales for die 34 lotteries 
in theU.S. increased by 13%, to$28.5 
billion, including $2.7 billion in sales 
by die Texas Looery. 

However, budget experts warn 
state officials diat it is dangerous to 
rely on gaming revenue. As more 
states legalize gambling, die market 
coukl become saturated widi lotteries, 
casinos and other games of chance, 
reducing each state' s share of die reve­
nue available ftom gambling. 

State spending across die nation is 
expected to increase by 4.4% next 
year. When die Texas Legislature 
convened, lawmakers will faced the 
pressure to spend more on programs 
such as education, corrections and 
Medicaid. They are depending heav­
ily on continuing economic growth to 
bring in die ne^ed revenue, because 
state leaders have pledged not to in­
crease taxes. 

Commissioners 
Continued from Page 1 

if selected to serve; 
•Voted Precinct 1 Commissioner 

Richard Seifert as die county judge 
pro-tem; 

•Appointed die Colorado (bounty 
Historical Commission for 1995-96 
and scheduled an organizational 
meeting for 3 p.m. Jan. 19 in die dis­
trict courtroon; 

•Approved a recommendation by 
County Judge Vince Slominski to 
r^iew proposals for new recording 
equipment forCommissioners' Court, 
juvenile court and county court; 

•Adĉ ited die new policy manual; 
•Approved law eiiforcemem lia­

bility insurance dirough die Texas 
Association of Counties at a cost of 
$21,652; 

•Agreed to pay $25 per member 
for EMS personnel to take a basic 

'prehospital trauma care course; and 
•Approved fuel bids for all county 

preciiK:ts and sheriffs department 

\tf on any missing item be issued in 
campus handbooks, and diat parents 
be advised diat personal floater poli­
cies can be purchased. 

The board reratified die tax collec­
tion contract widi Colorado County 
Central ̂ ipraisal District for collec­
tion of school district taxes and ap­
proved appointment of Rick Jahn and 
Marty Graves of die Colorado County 
Extension ServKe as adjunct faculty 
members of Rice CISD. 

While die appointees will not be 
remunerated by die district die ap­
pointment allows RHS students to be 
counted in attendance in die founda­
tional school program when partk-
ipating in extension servKe programs. 

In personal action, die bosvd ^ 

Continued from Page 1 
proved Kimberiy A. Buxkenqier, 
Valerie R. Craig, Dena Dromgoole 
and David Janecek as substitute (each-
en; accqxed die resignations of Mike 
Michalka in Garwood, effective Jan. 
20, and Galynn Mazoch of Eagle Lake 
Primary School effective Jan. 3. 

Michalka has accq>ted die posi­
tion of principal at FayettevUle High 
School. Milligan is a graduate of 
Brigham Young University and is 
presendy enqiloyed at Klein Oak High 
Scho(4. 

The board also approved die em­
ployment of Patrick E. Milligan as 
Rice vdleyball coach and Shana 
Murrile and Rhonda Noll as diird-
grade teachers at Eagle Lake Primary 
School and physical science teacher. 

Laughlin assigned! 
to three committees 

Congressman Greg Laughlin was 
sworn in last week as die Rei»esenta-
tive for die 14di Congressional Dis-
Oict (tf Texas in die l64di Congress. 

He will again serve on die Trans­
portation and Infrastructure (Commit­
tee, formerly known as Public Works 
and Transportation. He has also been 
assigned to sit on the Surface Trans­
portation Subcommittee and the Wa­
ter Resources and Environment Sub­
committee. 

Surface Transportation oversees 
highway and bridge construction as 
well as safety regulations. In addition, 
die committee holds jurisdiction over 
transportation aspects of die Clean Air 
Act 

The Water Resources and Envi­
ronment Subcommittee has jurisdic­
tion over several issues of interest to 
die 14th District including Supeifiind 
Clean Water Act civil wcnts pro­
grams of the Army Corps of Engi­
neers, fish and wildlife habitat en­
hancement wetlands protection and 
water transportation issues. 

Laughlin's office reported diat he 
voted in support of die CoQgressional 
Accountability Act which over­
whelmingly passed die House by a 
vote of 429 to 0 last week. 

"More than ten similar resolutions 
have been inoxxluced in the House 
during die 102nd and 103rd sessions 
of Congress but only one comprehen­
sive package was voted on by die full 
House," said Laughlin. 

"I have continually supported this 
legislation when it has b«en intio-
duced and voted in support of it on the 
House floor on Aug. 10,1994, during 
die 103rd Congress," he added. "I 
believe it is important diat employees 
of die legislative branch are protected 
by these laws. It is also inqxirtant that 

Congress be subject to die laws diey 
pass. There is no reason why Congress 
should be exempt iix)m diem. It's only 
fair diat Congress adhere to die same 
laws we inqx>se on die people of diis 
county," he concluded. 

The Congressional Accountabil­
ity Act applies ten existing enqiloyee 
protection and anti-discrimination 
laws to die employees of Coi^ress, in­
cluding: 1. Fair Labw Standards Act 
2. Title VII of die Civil Rights Act 3. 
Americans widi Disabilities Act 4. 
Age Discrimination in Enq)loynient 
Act 5. Family and Medical Leave 
Act 6. Occupational safety and 
Healdi Act 7. Federal Labor Manage­
ment Relations Act 8. Employee 
Polygraph Protection Act 9. Wodcer 
Adjustment and Red̂ aining Notifica­
tion Act and 10. Rehabilitation Act 

H.R. 1, die Congressional Ac­
countability Act which die House 
voted on last week, is nearly identical 
to die legislative package approved 
during die 103rd Congress. The legis­
lation, aldiough approved by die 
House each time it has been consid­
ered, has been defeated each time in 
the Senate. 

This legislation now goes before 
the Senate for approval. 

Banquet 
Continued from Page 1 

of dieir lives. 
The evening will begin at 6:30 

p.nL widi a social time for visiting, 
folk)wed by dinner and die program. 

Tkkets may be purchased at Eagle 
Lake Drugstore, Wikox Foods, Laker 
Printing & Trophies or finom any 
Chamto director. 

^ Winter Clearance Sale 
Merchandise Greatly Reduced! 

= ^ 

All Vogue and 
Simplicity Patterns 

GO 

M Polyester & Cotton 
Knits 

1/2 Price 
Ail Fabric 

20 - 30 - 5 0 % OFF! 
We Do All Kinds of Alterations 

Order Your Tux Now! 
(Groom't tux frM with ordar of six olhar tuxtdMt) 

v^ 
EAGLE LAKE SEvynNG CENTER 

221 E. Main • 234-2834 

EVERYDA Y LOW PRICE 
Dr. Pepper, Pepsi, 7-Up... 

^ ^ # • ^^^ ^ ^ r Plus Tax, Case, 24-12 oz Cans 

• m M^^m^ Plus Tax, 2 Liter Bollle 

Aust in 's Grocery 

J 

Plus Tax, 2 Liter Bollle 

505 E. Main Eagle Lake 234-2574 

/f= 

If yoa or someone yoa know is in 
need of assistance, CCA will be taking 
appUcatkns from 1:30 to 4:30 pjn., 
on TiMBsday, Jn. 12. in die Eagle 
Lite a t y Han Council Room. 

Pleaae aril Helea of die Fanily 
Services Depanmeat at S12-237-
4824 or 1-800-688-9065 between 8 
a « . aad 5 p.nL, Monday tfmi^ Fri­
day, 10 tutkB M iRioinonaK. 

Tlw aniMnoe k kind « honan-
hoid iBOome, hoasehold itae and need 

FMnly 
Siac 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Graaali 
$9,200 

$12300 
$15,400 
$18,500 
$21,600 
$24,700 
$27,800 
$30,900 

For each additioniri family member 
above 8. add $3,100. 

Happy 
Birthday 
Robert 

**» 

\ 

Jan. 13 
Love, 
Btck7& 
Matthew 

TESS' SCHOOL OF DANCE 
Spring Registration 
•Ballet *Tap *Jazz •Toe 

Prc-school through high school 

Please Call for Information 

234-5705 
We are now preparing for 

Spring Recital^ so call nowl 
Teas Balas, ln$tnjctor 

A 

Crime Stoppers 'Crime of the Weeic' 
The Eagle Lake Crime Stoppers is offering between Jan. 10 andJan. 11. 

up to $ 1,000.00 cash reward for any informa- / If you have any information regarding this 
tion leading to the arrest and indictment of any case, or any case, please call crime stoppers at 
person or persons involved in the burglaiy of 234-5555, or the police department at 234-
a residence at 745 S. McCarty which occurred 2727. You will remain anonymous. 

i 
^•'"••^;- . . • ; , t<'V.:^•';•^•A¥:' .^ 

^rrf' 
i^i:^':%'m'\-:^: 

January 19,1995 
(USPS 163-760) 

Volume 91, No. 43 
10 Pages Plus 1 Insert 
Eagle Publishing, ln& 

P.O. Box 67 — 220 E. Main St. 
Eagle Lake, Texas 77434-0067 

409-234-5521 

35* PER COPY 

Council talks waste collection, okay cable increase 
By Lynda Appelt 

Contributing Writer 
Eagle Lake City Council moved 

one step further toward private solid 
waste collection and disposal as it held 

a prebid conference with BFI and 
Waste Management Inc., the two bid­
ders vying to provide the service. 

l^wis Epps also met with Council 
concerning recycling machinery and 

NEWSBRIEFS 1 
Reminder to truck drivers 

Eagle Lake City officials would like to remind truck drivers that it is time 
to renew their permit(s) with the City. Contact City Hall at 234-2640 for nwre 
information or if you have any questions. 

Wilcox Foods IGA celebrates change 
A week-long celebration is underway at Wilcox Foods, 200 S. McCarty in 

Eagle Lake, marking the ownership of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Retzlaff. The 
Retzlaffs recendy purchased the operation from Mr. and Mrs. Bob Wilcox. 
Everyone is invited to stop by for a visit and enjoy some coffee and cake during 
the week of Jan. 18 to 24. 

Chamber Banquet is next Monday 
If you haven'tgotten your ticket for the upcoming Chamber of Commerce 

Banquet, there's still time. Contact Lynda Lipperdt at the Chamber office from 
8 a.m. to 12 noon, Linda Balas or any Chamber director. The $10 tickets include 
a social time beginning at 6:30 p.m; widi dinner at 7. Rory Aplanalp, a much-
sought-after motivational speaker, will address the group following the meal. 

Sheridan Baptist Church plans concert 
The First Baptist Church of Sheridan invites the public to a concert 

featuring the Christian group Eternity. The concert will be held Thursday, Jan. 
19, at 7:30 p.m. The First Baptist Church is located on Farm Road 2437 in 
Sheridan. If you need more information call Brent Pittman at 234-3136. 

Houston winter antique show 
The Houston winter antiques show will take ptaoe at the Adam's Mark 

Hotel Exhibit Center located at 2900 Briarpaiic Drive at Westheimer, on Jan. 
23 & 23. On Sat from 10 to 6 p.m. and Sun. 10 to 5 p.m. Admission will be $3, 
and good for repeat attendance for both days. Parking will be free. 

Hallettsville sponsors State Domino Tourney 
On Sunday, Jan. 22, the Knights of Columbus of Halletsville invite you to 

attend the tournament. Warm up dominoes and reunion will begin Friday, Jan. 
20, with the wild game supper. Hall entry fee is $5.00. Friday night for the 
sportsman will also feature the exhibition of the 1994 Big Buck Contest of 
Lavaca County and out of County including South Texas. 

Math workshops for parents 
You are invited to attend a series of math workshops for 6(h and 7di grad­

ers. A math class review is planned for parents to inform them of math skills 
to be taught this six weeks. The goals is for parents to have a better understand­
ing of these skills so they can help their children. The workshops will be held 
Jan. 25 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. for 6th grade, and Jan. 26 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. for 
7di grade. For more information call 234-3501. 

Rice Rookies to hold dinner and dance %-l 
The Rice Rookies baseball team will hold a benefit dinner and dance on 

Saturday, Feb. 4, at the Eagle Lake Community Center. The meal will be served 
by Austin's BBQ & Catering. The dance will feature Andy Gertson and the 
Texas Fringe. For more information contact Darrell Quinney at 234-7716 or 
Cindy Fink at 234-2659. 

Texas Trail Riders goin' to San Antonio 
Cowpokes from near and far will circle their wagons at Strunk's Ranch near 

Oakland, on Saturday, Jan. 27. They'U hit the trail bright and early for the 110-
mile journey to San Antonio to kick off the San Antonio Livestock Sthow and 
Rodeo. Membership fee in the Trail Riders is $20.00, and everyone must have 
a 1995 badfee. For more information call 409-758-3516,263-5346or 543-1384. 

Neighborhood Health Watch plan meeting 
The Eagle Lake Neighborhood Health Watch, sponsored by die Texas 

Department of Health, will be providing a free community health education 
meeting, "Nutrition for Daily Living". They invite you to come and leam about 
proper nutrition. The meeting will be held at City Hall on Jan. 25 from 6 to 7 
p.m. Call 732-3662 for more information. 

Battle of the fans drawing 
There will be a batUe of the fans drawing at Austin's Grocery at 2 p.m on 

Jan. 29th. 

Eagle Lake KC's plan dance 
The Eagle Lake Knights of Columbus Council *4843 are planning a dance 

on Saturday, Jan. 21, from 9 p.m. to la.Al at the Eagle Lake KC Hall. Andy 
Geitson and Texas Fringe will provide the musical entatainmenL Tlie public 
is invited to attend. 

Girl Scouts to have organizational meeting 
A giri scout organizational meeting will be held on Thursday, Jan. 19, at 7 

p.m. at the First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. Interested girls and 
their mothers are asked to attend. Contact Margaret Henry for more informa­
tion at 234-5918. 

Greater Mt. Olive Baptist Church to have tea 
The Mission of Greater Mount Olive Baptist Church is having a Four 

Seasons Tea on Jan. 22 from 2:30 to 5 p.m. Your attendance would be 
appreciated Hosting the tea are Pastor Rev. R. Kiser and president Deris Sims. 

Thrift Shop open this weekend 
The Thrift Shop will be open diis weekend firom9 a jn to 2 p.m. on Satturday. 

Jan. 21. Among the many bargains for sale are a recliner and an eleciric broom. 

ACE to meet 
Alliance for a Clean Environment will have their annual meeting on Jan. 25 

beginning at 6 p.m. with a stew supper. The business meeting will start at 7. The 
program will consist of TNRCC and LCRA pressitting information as weU as 
up-daies on several issues. An auction b also plained. If yo« have something 
you'd like to donate. caU M«y Till at 758-3947, Randy Waligara at 758-3838 
or Rita Roffeno at 732-3832. 

methods. 
Mayor Pro-Tern Mike Duarte pre­

sided over the meeting in the absence 
of Mayor Robby Cook. Councilman 
John Young was also absent from the 
meeting. 

The bid system is structured to 
take bids on six different residential 
options. Council will decide which 
one, if any, after the bid is accq>ted. 

The City is reserving the right to 
accept or reject any or all bids. 

It was again pointed out "that this 
is not necessarily die direction die 
City is going in." 

The Council approved a request, 
effective March 1, by TCI Ca-
blevision for approval of a rate adjust­

ment of 210 on basic service and 580 
on expanded basic. The City has die 
power to regulate only the basic serv­
ice, but not die expanded basic. 

Basic service will now cost $9.70 
and expanded basic $10.03. 

Bill Bersky, representative for 
TCI, told Council diat die conq>any is 
following FCC regulations which al­
lows it to recover programming and 
installation costs lost when rates were 
decreased in die 2nd quarter of 1993. 

Council members advised Bersky 
diey were approving the rate increase 
because "we don't Iwve much choice, 
but we do expect the service you 
promised to provide." 

Councilman Joe Frazar ques­

tioned Bersky on plans for future pro­
gramming and plans for modem 
equipment. 

Bersky told Frazar die process is in 
die engineering stage for Tiber cable 
and also to consolidate Eagle Lake 
and Columbus into on-site, but widi 
no time frame. 

The salary of the mayor and city 
council members for die coming year 
will remain die same. At present, die 
mayor receives $22.50 per meeting 
and council members receive $15 per 
meeting. 

Texas Municipal League Inter­
governmental Risk Pool received die 
bid to provide insurance coverage for 
aiipon liability electronic equipment 

and media building and contents and 
electric motors. 

A representative of TML advised 
that the City is underinsured in iti. 
buildings, which include die Are sia> 
tion, police building, post office and 
maintenance yard. 

City Manager Ron Holland ad* 
vised Council diat die new sewer lines 
on Lake Ave. and C Street and Church 
to State will be completed by die end 
of die mondi. Tap-ins will occur 
around midnight during die next two 
weeks. Holland informed Council diat 
citizens could possibly expect some 
inconvenience in diose areas. 

Holland and Coc^ met widi die H-
(See Coa^U, Page 1(1̂  

Hallettsville man loses life in truck-train collision 

Thia la what remained of the new Ford pickup Ruasell Janek was driving Saturday after collkling with a Southam 
Pacific train, H^tdlight Photo by Jmnnin* Fmring 

Russell Janek of Hallettsville was 
killed in a pickup truck-train accident 
shortly after noon last Saturday oo 
Canal Road 2.7 miles ncxdi of Eagle 
Lake. (The road intersects Hwy. 102. 
next to Thomas Dryer.) 

According to die DPS report filed 
widi Pierce, Janek, 30, was traveling 
eastbound on Canal Road in his 199S 
Ford pickup when he failed to su^ ind 
yield right-of-way for die soudibound 
Soudiem Pacific Railroad train, 
driven by engineer TD. "David" 
Hellen, 39, of Houston, at 12:11 p.m. 

Janek was not wearing a seat bdt, 
according to die report. 

He was pronounced dead on die 
scene by Precinct 4 Justice of die 
Peace Mary Lou Szymanski of Colo­
rado County at 1:05 p.m. 

The accident was investigated by 
DPS Trooper Richard Slubar. He was 
assisted by personnel from the Colo­
rado County Sheriffs, Eagle Lake 
Police and Eagle Lake Volunteer Fire 
departments. 
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Variety of crimes keep 
Eagle Lake Police busy 

fr" 

On Jan. II, Chief Hall received 
information that a vehicle stolen from 
Pasadena was in the Eagle Lake area. 
The vehicle was recovered by Hall 
and Officer Jeremy Moore. The sus­
pect driver was not located and the 
case remains under investigation. 

Also on Jan. 11, Officer Patrick 
Oli vares was dispatched to a residence 
on S. McCarty in reference to a bur­
glary. The case is being investigated. 

On Jan. 13, Officer Eric Hart re­
ceived a report at the police station of 
criminal mischief at die Railroad 

Depot. This case is also under investi­
gation. 

Another case of criminal mischief 
was reported to Hart on Jan. 13. The 
mischief occurred on State Street 
This case is also open pending further 
investigation. 

Upon receiving a report of an as­
sault on a 911 call on Jan. 13, Officer 
Hart arrived at the scene. Following an 
investigation, die suspect, Cheryl 
Smith, was arrested for assault, proc­
essed and transported to die county 

(Sec Police, Page 10 Vi 

Public meeting called for 
Prairie Chicken Festival 

A general publk; meeting will be held in die Eagle Lake Middle 
School cafetorium on Thursday, Jan. 26, at 7:30p.m. to bring die citizens 
of Eagle Lake up to date about plans for die Attwater's Prairie (Thicken 
Festival to be held here March 24-26. 

This once-abundant inhabitant of the coastal prairie is now on he edge 
of extinction. Fewer than 200 now reside where formerly hundreds of 
diousands existed. 

Lesley Matdiews, chairman of the Chancier of Conunerce conunit-
tee, is working actively widi Houston Aubudon Society to host a festival 
designed to draw attention to die plight of diis bird. 

Co-sponsors are Mobil Expiration & Producing U.S. Inc.; National 
Fish k Wildlife Foundation; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Texas Parks 

(See Meeting, Page 10) 
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Number of animals 
down this year, but... 

Rice FFA 
sale brings 
in<33,302+ 

Widi only 30 animals entered 
compared to 39 last year, Saturday's 
1995 Rice FFA Show and Sale total 
still exceeded die expecutions of 
sponsor Leroy Stavinoha by bringing 
in a total of $33,3002.30 as of press 
time. 

The moming hours were taken up 
widi die 30 entrants showing off dieir 
animals to the judges. 

A bartiecue lunch, catered by 
Austin's BBQ A Catering of Eagle 
Lake, was served from noon to 1 p.m. 

Once again. Auctioneer Bunge 
Halla of Weimar worked die smaller 
than usual crowd, bringing in prices 
higher dian die 1994 sale; sometimes 
as much as 30% more per pound 
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Shari Grahmann 

1995 Grand Champion Steer 
waa the proud axhlbttor of tMa yvar'a grand ctamplon alaar. Shown with Shari 
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